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School inspections 
A guide for parents 

This document applies to all maintained schools, including special schools and pupil 
referral units. It also covers academies, city technology colleges, city colleges for the 
technology of the arts and some non-maintained special schools in England. 
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Why does Ofsted inspect schools?  

We inspect schools to provide information to parents, to promote improvement and 
to hold schools to account for the public money they receive. School inspections are 
required by law. We provide an independent assessment of the quality and standards 
of education in schools, and check whether pupils are achieving as much as they 
can.  

Who inspects schools?  

His 
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converter schools that were formerly exempt because the overall effectiveness of 
their predecessor school was outstanding at its most recent graded inspection.1  

All formerly exempt schools will receive an initial graded or ungraded inspection 
before 1 August 2025. Those schools that received their last graded inspection 
before September 2015 will receive an initial graded inspection. Those that received 
their last graded inspection after this date will normally receive an initial ungraded 
inspection. If  that ungraded inspection indicates that outstanding performance may 
not have been maintained, we will normally carry out a graded inspection within the 
next 12 months or as soon as possible thereafter and, in any event, before 1 August 
2026. Beyond these initial inspections, future inspections for these schools will take 
place as set out in the section above.  

How long do inspections last?  

A graded inspection usually lasts 2 days. However, ungraded inspections of good or 
outstanding primary schools and good or outstanding maintained nursery schools 
with fewer than 150 pupils normally last for 1 day. The number of inspectors on the 
inspection team will vary according to the size and nature of the school.  

What judgements do inspectors make  on a graded 
inspection?  

Inspectors will make graded judgements on overall effectiveness and the 4 keyon
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What happens after the inspection?  

The lead inspector reports their 
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