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CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

“Federalism During the Biden Administration,” paper presented at the annual meeting of the
American Political Science Association, Montreal, Canada, September 2022.

“Monitoring Corporate Compliance in American Regulatory Federalism: Evidence from
State Attorneys General and Multistate Litigation,” paper presented at ComplianceNet,
University of Amsterdam School of Law, Amsterdam, Netherlands (July 2022) (with
Colin Provost and Elysa Dishman)

“The Mechanics and Motivations of Settlements, Especially with Public Entities,” Panelist and
presenter at the Symposium on Novel Liability Theories and the Incentives Driving Them
hosted by the George Mason University Law School, Nashville, TN (October 2021)

“Locality Litigation and Public Entity Incentives to File Lawsuits: Public Interest, Politics,
Public Finance or Financial Gain?” Panelist and presenter at the Symposium on Novel
Liability Theories and the Incentives Driving Them hosted by the George Mason
University Law School, Nashville, TN (October 2021)

“Federalism in a Time of Presidential Transition,” paper presented at the annual meeting of the
American Political Science Association, Seattle, Washington, October 2021.

“What Explains the Worldwide Spread of American Rule of Law Assistance?” (with Dongwook
Kim), paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Political Science
Association, Washington, DC, August 2019 (presented earlier version at the annual
meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, IL, April 2019).

“Varieties of Legal Order: The Work of Robert Kagan,” roundtable presentation at the annual
meeting of the New England Political Science Association, Portsmouth, NH, April 2018.

“Taking Intercurrence Seriously: Policy Regimes and American Political Development,” paper
presented at the annual meeting of the American Political Science Association, San
Francisco, CA, September 2017 (with Jeb Barnes)

“The American Bar Association and American Political Development,” paper presented at the
annual meeting of the American Political Science Association, Philadelphia, PA,
September 2016.

“Law, Politics, and the Progressive Shift of the American Bar Association,” paper presented at
the annual meeting of the Law & Society Association, New Orleans, LA, June 2016.

“Domestic Legal Institutions, International Actors, and the Worldwide Spread of Constitutional

Courts since the Third Wave of Democratization,” paper presented at the annual meeting
of the American Political Science Association, Washington, DC, August 2014 (with
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Samantha Adey (Spring 2015), Shannon McLean (Spring 2014), Shana Scogin (Spring
2013).

Events: Organized the political science department’s election night event (2012, 2014, 2016);
Organized department law school chats (2011-2013)

College/University Service

Les Aspin Center Director Search Chair (2022-2023)

Les Aspin Center Strategic Planning Process, Co-Chair (2022-2023)
Academic Senate, Member Elected At-Large (2017-2020)

Harry S Truman Scholarship Liaison (2012-2019)

Alexander Hamilton Society Advisor (2012-2016)

Pre-Major Freshman Advising Program (2012-2014)

Service to the Profession

Co-Editor, Annual Review of American Federalism, Publius: The Journal of Federalism (2021-
2024)

Chair and Discussant, Panel on Courts & Rights in an Age of Democratic Backsliding, annual
meeting of the American Political Science Association, Montreal, Canada (September

2022).

Executive Committee Member, Federalism and Intergovernmental Relations Section of the
American Political Science Association (2017-2020)

Pritchett Award Committee Member, Law & Courts Section of the American Political Science
Association (2017).

Reviewer for Law & Society Review, Law & Social Inquiry,
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2022, April 2023)
Discussion with Czech students concerning the presidential election process (April 14, 2016)
Assistance to Wauwatosa East High School students for the We the People DC invitational
(Spring 2015)
Milwaukee JCC lecture on the Supreme Court and the 2012 Election (October 24, 2012)

PUBLIC LECTURES AND PANELS

Panelist, Impeachment Event at Carroll University (November 11, 2019)

Inaugural American Enterprise Institute-Jack Miller Center Policy Conference, Panelist,
American Enterprise Institute, Washington D.C. (March 14-16, 2019).

“The Constitution in Troubled Times,” Organizer and Panelist, Constitution Day Event,
Marquette University (September 17, 2018).

“The Trump Administration: Year One,” Panelist, Marquette University Political Science
Department (February 2, 2018).

“Trump and the Constitution,” Invited Panelist, Constitution Day Event, Carroll University
(September 18, 2017).

“State Attorneys General and the Trump Administration: Rising Intergovernmental Conflict (and
Perhaps Some Cooperation?), Invited Lecturer, University of Michigan (September 13,
2017).

“Discussing the 2016 Election,” Panelist, Marquette University Political Science Department
(November 18, 2016).

“One Thing Led to Another,” Invited Panelist, Office of Research and Sponsored Programs,
Marquette University (October 4, 2016).

“The Constitutional Legacy of Barack Obama,” Organizer and Panelist, Constitution Day
Event, Marquette University (September 14, 2016).

“The Rise of Conservative State Litigation,” Invited Lecturer, Faculty Roundtable, Marquette
University Law School (November 3, 2015).

“The University Working for Social Justice,” Invited Panelist (January 7, 2015).

“The Tea Party and the Constitution,” Chair, Constitution Day Event, Marquette University
(September 17, 2014).

“How Do Citizens of Other Countries View the U.S. Constitution?”” Co-Chair, Constitution Day
Event, Marquette University (September 17, 2013).

“Responding to Rape,” Invited Workshop Participant, Marquette University (May 28, 2013).

“Access to Civil Justice: Re-envisioning and Reinvigorating Research,” Invited Participant,
American Bar Foundation, Chicago, IL (December 7-8, 2012).

“State Litigation as a Policymaking Institution,” Invited Lecturer, Faculty Roundtable, Marquette
University Law School (November 13, 2012).

“What Does it Mean to ‘Stick to the Constitution’?” Organizer and Panelist, Constitution Day
Event, Marquette University (September 17, 2012).

“After the Hearing, Before the Decision: Healthcare Reform, the Supreme Court, and Electoral
Politics,” Panelist, Marquette University (April 10, 2012).

“Roe v. Wade at 39,” Panelist, Marquette University (February 28, 2012).

“State Attorneys General as National Policymakers,” Invited Lecturer, American Constitution
Society, Marquette University Law School (November 3, 2011).
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MEDIA APPEARANCES

My work on state attorneys general has been featured in numerous national media venues,
including National Public Radio, the New York Times, CBS Evening News, the Wall Street
Journal, the Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, the National Law Journal, the Boston Globe,
Governing Magazine, BBC World Service, Politico, Law360, Time Magazine, and U.S. News &
World Report, among others.

| am also a frequent guest on local media to discuss political developments in Wisconsin and
nationally, including CBS58, Wisconsin Public Radio, Wisconsin State Journal, Fox6, NBC4,
WTMJ Radio, TMJ4, and others.

NON-ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT

Chief Legal Counsel, Joint Committee on Labor and Workforce Development, Massachusetts
House of Representatives, Boston, MA (2005-2007)

Litigation Associate, Nelson, Kinder, Mosseau & Saturley, Manchester, NH (2004-2005)

PROFESSIONAL AFFLIATIONS

Member of the American Political Science Association (Organized Sections: Law and Courts,
Politics and History, Federalism and Intergovernmental Relations); Midwest Political
Science Association; Law and Society Association

REFERENCES

R. Shep Melnick, Ph.D.

Thomas P. O’Neill, Jr. Professor of American Politics
Department of Political Science, Boston College

226 McGuinn Hall, Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

Phone: (617)552-1896

Email: shep.melnick@bc.edu

Kenneth 1. Kersch, Ph.D., J.D.

Associate Professor of Political Science, History, and Law
Department of Political Science, Boston College

515 McGuinn Hall, Chestnut Hill, MA 02467-3807
Phone: (617)552-4167

Email: kenneth.kersch.1@bc.edu
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